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Naparima Bowl with the project Upgrading the Database & 

Website for the National Registry of Artists & Cultural Workers

Secondary Schools’ Drama Association (SSDA) with the project 

Facilitators and Educators Training in Education 

DianJen with the project The Online School of Music Industry 

Studies

Dominant Seventh Productions with the project Rellon Brown 

and the Dominant Seventh Calpypso Jazz Band at Recontre 

Autour du Piano 2023

The Bocas Literary Festival with the project Caribbean Writer 

& Industry Development Programme

Animae Caribe with the project Animae Caribe Pitch Deck 

Finishing Accelerator 

Koru Green with the project “Music Making Money”: 

Koru Green Artist Management Software Development Project 

The University of Trinidad and Tobago with the project 

WeCapture’s audio-visual content production and an online 

platform as a data outlet for networking, marketing, 

promotion, and distribution

SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS









Ensuring access to education for 

refugee and migrant children is 

crucial for their educational advancement, 

integration and long-term success in new 

communities. Education provides these 

children with stability and a sense of 

normalcy amid the upheaval of 

displacement, while equipping them 

with the skills necessary for economic 

independence and societalcontribution in 

the future. Furthermore, schooling fosters 

inclusion, allowing refugee, migrant and 

local children fromdiverse backgrounds 

to interact, facilitati ng second-language 

learning, relationship-building and 

understanding of different cultures, 

often becoming a guide to their 

parents. By prioritising educational 

opportunities for refugee and migrant 

children, societies not only uphold the 

rights of every child to learn and grow 

but also invest in a more cohesiveand 

resilient future for all.

Strategic initiatives by the UN 

System throughout 2023 complemented 

Government efforts and preparations 

to make the public education system more 

inclusive as approximately 5000 refugee 

and migrant children are without access to 

the national education system in Trinidad 

and Tobago (based on UNHCR statistics). 

To equip the system to accommodate these 

new students, the UN System and its civil 

society and faith-based partners trained 

teachers and identified 170 refugee 

and migrant children who meet the 

Government’s criteria for school 

admission. The UN System also 

sustained its support for temporary learning 

alternatives to the public education 

system. As of December 31, 2023, 908 

primary school-aged children and 583 

secondary school-aged children were 

enrolled in Equal Place. The System also 

facilitated: online secondary education; 

access to online learning platforms; school 

readiness activities; and the purchase 

of electronic devices. These initiatives 

were made possible through partnerships 

with the Ministry of Education, the Living 

Water Community and the US Government 

Department of State’s Bureau of 

Population, Refugees and Migration.













UNICEF supported Children’s Authority of Trinidad and Tobago (CATT) 

in the implementation of the Primero Child Protection Information 

Management system (CPIMS+), an open-source web-based software 

that strengthens case management through modern information 

management technology. CPIMS+ offers intuitive digital forms and 

clear workflows to assist with documenting case management 

processes, from identification and registration, to assessment, case 

planning, referrals, tracking service provision, and case closure. In 

2023, UNICEF and CATT pioneered an integrative approach where 

CPIMs+ was expanded to other sectors including health, police, social 

services, and education.  The approach contributes to increased 

efficiency in referrals, child-centred case management, deconstruction 

of silos, and reduction in duplication of services and information 

management on a national scale.  The novel approach also led to  the 

development of a new alert feature in Primero software development, 

which was approved by the Primero team and adopted as a new feature 

which is now globally available to all countries using the CPIMS+.

Additionally, UNICEF supported CATT with the development of the first 

national InterAgency Protocol for Child Abuse Prevention and 

Management which was launched in May 2023. The protocol 

establishes a comprehensive framework that ensures all stakeholders 

work together seamlessly to prevent, detect, and effectively respond 

to instances of child abuse. This enables agencies to strengthen their 

coordination, enhance information sharing, and optimize resources 

to safeguard children from harm. By streamlining processes and 

establishing clear guidelines, this marks a significant step forward in 

creating a safer environment for every child in Trinidad and Tobago.

















1

2

3







KEY RESULTS

Legal intervention supported by UNHCR prevented the 

refoulement of 13 individuals & 4 strategic litigation 

cases led the Government of Aruba to reassess migration 

detention legislation

Aruba was one of 12 Caribbean SIDS that participated in a 

global Needs Assessment for Artificial Intelligence (AI), 

Digital Transformation & Open Data for Small Island 

Developing States. The survey provides an assessment of 

SIDS capacity to leverage AI, Digital Transformation & Open 

Data for sustainable development and will guide the UN 

System in addressing gaps in policy, capacity & practices.  

A Digital Readiness Assessment to evaluate the country’s level 

of digitalisation.

Support for enterprise development, workers’ activities & 

employers’ activities with the Aruba Trade & Industry Association 

(ATIA) in developing an Action Plan for Membership Strategy.

Support for the development of the Aruba National Park into a 

Biosphere Reserve, as well as the CARIDIMA network of youth in 

the environment & promoting traditional knowledge solutions for 

climate adaptation & resilience.

Support for the establishment of a Quality Assurance Initiative 

to increase the efficiency, adaptability & integrity of the national 

asylum system. The UN System also provided legal assistance 

through a strategic litigation project in collaboration with local law 

firms. Additionally, the UN System supported the pilot of a local 

law clinic focused on the rights of refugees, asylum-seekers & 

migrants.

Case Study on Shock-Responsive Social Protection in Aruba as 

part of wider research on Shock-Responsive Social Protection in 

the Caribbean (2018-2020).

Support for an assessment of the National Gender Machinery as 

part of a multi-country assessment.

Delivery of an entrepreneurship program for migrants, graduating 

10 students as beneficiaries. 

Trafficking In Persons training, in collaboration with the 

National Coordination Office against Human Trafficking & 

Migrant Smuggling, for 38 government officials & stakeholders 

from key entities such as the Ministry of Labor, Police, Migration/

DIMAS, Airport Security, Victim Assistance Unit, Family Justice, 

NGOs & international organisations.

Meaningful Youth Engagement (MYE) Training targeting 

Youth Directors, policy-makers & youth practitioners from 

youth-related Ministries in Aruba, Curaçao & Sint Maarten, 

to unpack the concept covering principles, preconditions, 

forms, benefits & barriers for MYE.

UNHCR, HIAS and the National Bureau of Women’s 

Affairs (FCVR) established a National Gender Council, to 

support the implementation of the National Gender Policy, the 

development of which was supported by UN Women. 

A Protection Monitoring Exercise conducted by UNHCR & 

HIAS targeted 567 respondents. The exercise highlighted 

the need for a revision of the current outreach approach 

and the increased request for food, medical care, shelter & 

information on labour exploitation. It also facilitated the 

identification of cases eligible for resettlement.

Cash and vouchers, including for medical needs, were 

distributed to 340 refugees & migrants as part of a 

collaboration between UNHCR & HIAS. UNHCR submit-

ted 253 people for resettlement to the United States.

Rehabilitation of the historic Maria Convent Building as 

part of the Sustainable Island Solutions through Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (SISSTEM) 

programme, a joint initiative by the Government of 

Aruba (GoA) & the University of Aruba (UA), which seeks to 

establish a new SISSTEM Faculty at the University, with 

special focus on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 

& Mathematics). 

National Coordination Platform for Refugees & Migrants 

from Venezuela (R4V) partners reached 3,430 refugees, 

migrants & host community members in Aruba with 

protection, integration, health & other support under the 

2023 RMRP.

R4V partners reached 1,279 refugees, migrants & host 

community members in the health sector in 2023. Health 

activities included primary health services, orthodontal/

dental health services, medical examination, family 

planning & lab testing, among others.  

Strengthened national health programmes on 

non-communicable diseases & improved capacities for 

mental health & substance abuse.  



KEY RESULTS



UNESCO has also contributed USD $293,523 towards programmes supporting the creative industries 
which will be implemented through 2023 and 2024.
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